
value
brands
of the
year

What's your Go-To Wine? With more brands than
ever fighting for shelf space at your local wine store or

supermarket, we'll help narrow the list for you.
We've combed through a year's worth of tastings

more than 3,900 wines priced at $18 or less. In the
pages that follow, we've singled oul the brands thai

repeatedly scored with recommendations for superior

value at the price. We feature forty-five standouts

here-the American wineries first, followed by the rest

of the world, organized by country.
We've given you some information on what each

winery does best, and ideas for ways to enjoy these
wines-whether at a summer picnic, a casual dinner

party with friends, or with recipes for street food from
around the world. These are the brands you can go to
for any informal occasion.

American Brand Reports
Patrick J. Comiskey
Wolfgang Weber

Imported Brand Reports
Nicole Drummer
Patricio Tapia
Tara Q. Thomas

Street Food Reports
Alan Tardi
Tara Q. Thomas
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-..,.~.~ Jamon Iberica di Bellota

YALUMBA

What: SOllW of !\usrr:llia"s hi~h~s[-<ju:llj{y wilws for tlw prin·;n tlw y
series ,111<1 th,· IhroS~,I/Edtll Valier variclal bonlint:s. from Australia's
ullk-st fillllll}' w;rwry, fOlilldtd in 1849,

Standout: Ont' of thl' mon: satisfying t:lll'n;{"S you'll find fi'l less limn
S2lJ. ,ll1d;1 "ioll'I-Sl:l:ntl,1 Sit'll or a 2(X)() Grt:nache ($1 G).

Where: Y:lIumba wines still Cl;lUcr anllind rill' oriFinal Sl:lrkrm:1l[ in
till' liarossn .,nd Ellen Valleys.

When: Uncork Ill<" lawn)' for a nice afrer-dinner surprise fill guests.
[nIU}' the SlI(cultm. black l"'Jspl:ltrry-S(l'l1wd gn'l1:lchc with n~IS{ duck.

Importer: Nq:oei:lIlts USA. Nilp". CA

TOP AUSTRIAN VALUE BRAND

FORSTREITER

What: Lin,I)'. suil-drivl:l1 wines from okl vin<:s in lO.:rr:I(I,d viney,ltd"
along rill" Danube IUWl.

Standout: The ddil1l1l', citrus)' '0(, lkq.;wl·in Criiner Vddinl'r frum
till" Krl'mser Ki;t:1 ($11).

Where: Ausuia\ Kn'mstal, ;,I'llllll 10 mik-s weSI ofVil·on:l.

When: Any oC(ll~ioll wlll'n' n cnsp whit~ ",inl' IS calk-d fi'f, from dim
sum «) \Y/itl1l:r Slhnil"d.

Importer: o\Illnika Cal", So:kUlons/Fr(-.:lcrick \X!ildm"" and Sons. NY

TOP BULGARIAN VALUE BRAND

TARGOVISHTE

What: Rd"rl'shlnr:ly lic.:hl, dry whill' winl'S fmm onl' of Bul)o;aria's
1,lr,L:e.~t produlTI'i.

Standout: TIll" hri,L:ln, I,mer ril"slin,L:. simple and Ihirsl'qul'l1(hlng.

Where: Thl' provinCl' ofT,lr,L:ovishu: in north,:asrefll Bulgaria, OOrl!L-rl-.:1
by lh~ Black 5<.';(.

When: Pour a ch.llnl ,L:Lts:. of ril~lin;!,: ur tI\l' <!t,lil"ale, dry mUSGlt wnh
'Il'ai l;Ikt-oUf; opl'n rill" ridll"r lh,'rdonnar fix nus! (hkh·". All run $H.

Importer: Bulg,lri'lIl 1\1.1~ll·r Vimnl'rs. S<)n,,,na, CA

If evt:f" pi); could lx, said w el\l'mplifl' summer. i{ wuuld han'
ro 1)(; {he 1','1<1 N~g/"(/ (black hl'll)f) of Spain. Smnll. dark lInd
pranimlly hairless. it resemblts a well-mnnni sun-worshiper;1t
{ht lx'ach. Thne's {"'cn an cli{~ ~roliP of {hese ,lrljrn"ls th,1I
appC:lrs w IX' un an ('xtl'mled luxury vacation, spl:ndin,!,: much
uf rhe rim~ ourdoors. ~orgin,t; themsdves on acorns, .lIld Ix:ing
g~ncmlly pam[X'fl...1ami prl'(.'rK-.:I bl' rheir carnah·rs. En·l1lu,.II)',
of course, lh<: holid"y lnds. bUI lhost, happy rimes liv~ on ill an
eX(epl inmd ham (ailed fllirier- di I3fl!'/f" (pronounced blll'-)~-m).

which means ~acorn." llest of :III. Ihi! summer you won'l han'
{() {nln,1 to Spain to l'njoy ir: lleJlo{a IS SChlXllllt-.:1 to I'll.' ;mport(:d
w lIll" United S{~lTl's for rhe firsl time in JUnl' or July 200H.
(!',i1lff" di 13~lIolfl, a curl'd shnuldl'r madl' frum lhl'Sl' 5p<:<:i,,1
pigs, is already hl're, as is 1011/0. l"llrl-':!Ixlrk loin).

This will compktl: the triumvira[e of SP~lllish h;lms in
Anwrica. )m",;n 51:1"1<11111. pnKlucl-.:1 lhwu,!;h.,ll{ Spain frum tht'
Druoc. or white pig. is tlritr rh,H' h;llian pruS\:iurw and I,,~, a
1',.11: Mllll,!;(' rint. R<:,!;ul:lr )ml/li" Iberiro is fullt-r fb"nr<:d and
marbled wilh [II. makino!: il praClkall)' mell in rhe moulh.
Jamon Il'll:ricu tli Bellma, on lhe mha hanll. brings ([) {hat
d('n~w fatlil1l'SS a dislinn swe('!lWSS and nllltin("Ss from rill" acorn
ditto BcrallS\" Ikl1ma are gent-mll}' ag<:d longl'r, lilt')' ~Hl' ,Ilm
darker in color. Thl'}' ~lte nmsidembly lllorl' ~xpensi\'(' IOU,

Strmno or Ilx-rico. sliced b)' hlllld into bir('_si~l' shards and
ser"cd with briny olivts. s;i1ty I\bfwna almonds and rhl' ch,~i("

I~w ) tom((fes. would m:lh· ~l wondl:rful me,1I on a hOI summer
dn)'. 13m for t1Wt Slx.x'i,i1 SLimmer oUlin;!,:. spluro!:t on ll~rico .Ii
13al1n(;1. All yuu'll n("l-':! is a simple, dr)' Sh<:rry or nisp while or
I1ISf"'O winl' ro wash it down. -Al.AN TARDI

Pan y tomates

4 thick slices country bread, lightly toasted
2 garlic cloves, peeled
2 ripe plum tomatoes, cut in half crosswise
Extra-virgin olive oil
Coarse sea salt
Spanish ham, olives and Marcona almonds (see Note)

Rub [he brl"d wilh til<' g;lrlic. Thcn rub rhe bre;ld with rhl' wrna
fOl"S. Drink with oliv(' oil ;ll1d sprinkle wilh salt. St:r"e wirh Span
ish h;11l1. olivl's :Illd l\1arcona ,t1m<lnds.

)mlll]1I I{, I3rllOlIi ""11 be lII"d-llrdrrfd Jmm I"fi,"/Idfl.,-.,m 'Illd

drJ/lUII"bwlldjiAA/s.fO/11
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