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8,000 WINES FROM ALL THE MAJOR WINE REGIONS
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INCLUDES PREFACE ON THE LAST THIRTY YEARS OF WINEMAKING
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A-NEW WINE CONSTELLATION IN THE “OLD WORLD?” SKY

A quarter of a century ago, no one would have predicted the emergence of Austria into the
footlights of the world’s wine stage which took place at the millennium. In mid-1985, dessert
wines from the Burgenland region were found to have been laced with ethylene glycol, added
by unscrupulous vintners or middlemen to boost (or merely mimic) the uncruous textured and
honeyed sweetness associated with botrytis. No one was ever found to have been poisoned by
these wines, but the market for Austrian wine most certainly was. “It is the worst disaster to
hit this region since World War II,” Rust’s mayor and vintner Heribert Arunger told The
New York Times that August. “The job,” said Austria’s then Chancellor Sinowatz, himself a
Burgenlinder, “is 1o pick up the pieces, to start anew.” And that is just what Austria did. Deci-
sive action instituted stringent quality controls, laying the groundwork for future bragging
rights and effective marketing. At the same time, ever wine-thirsty Austrians set out in search
of small estate bottlers, since négociants, middlemen, and export agents had been wiped out
almost overnight. Pulling together, growers along the Danube in the Wachau set benchmarks
for quality that, within a decade, would catapult them to fame. The star of South Styria,
whose wines from along the Slovenian border had been almost forgotten for a century, began
to rise. And back in Burgenland, a young man named Alois Kracher left his job in Vienna as
a pharmacist, determined to rescue that region’s reputation by crafting at his family’s estate
nobly sweet wines second to none.

Today the Wachau influences the way that Riesling is perceived both at home and abroad;
thence arose the impetus that turned Griiner Veltliner—once merely the name of a humble
native grape—into a buzzword known to wine lovers worldwide. South Styria’s hilly acreage
today struggles just to keep up with domestic demand, as the projects of its vintners spill over
into Slovenia. The late Alois Kracher lived to see his wines compared with those of d'Yquem

and to consult—as “Mr. Botrytis"—on sweet-wine projects around the globe. Under the in-
fluence of new laws and new quality benchmarks, a generation of Austrian growers for whom
the wine scandal of 1985 is ancient history has helped give birth to one of the world’s great
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